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officcx's any reason for being in the area of the Lorraine 
Motel at the time of the shooting of Rcvcre.nd King. According 
to the arresting officers, those two individuals were'placetl 
In a marked patrol car, questioned, and then transferred ttf 
an unmarked police car for transportat iontoCei^^l Police 
Headquarters . According to Inspector Memphis 

Police Department, tixe handling of those prisoners was 
standard operating procedure and most persons arrested by 
tactical units during disturbances during this period were 
transported to Headquarters in unmarked cars, one arrestee 
to a car. 



According to Mr. Flannery's memorandum , 
claims that an unidentified Negro policeman was r^^vooTrom 
his assignment at the Fir e Station at about 5 p.m. on the 

tion. identifies this policeman 

also states that two Negro firemen wore 
moved from^G*^station a day or two before the shooting. One 
of them had reportedly told friends that two or throe days 
before Dr. King was shot a telescope or binoculars had been 
set up on a tripod in the Fire Station and focused on the 
Lorraine Motel balcony. According to- tbis memorandum, 
in Augu.st advised Flannery that one fireman left tne DopS^^iei^ 
or was suspended, Slortly after the shooting, and that he had 
been unable to locate either of thertl. 




In this regard, InspcctorB^^^^^^^^^B Intelligence 
Unit, Memphis Police Department 18/68 , that 

on 4/3/68 he as signed Detective^^^^^Sm^^^^xnd Patrolman 
Negro officers, both of whom are assigned to 
^Tnelnspo^^^n Divis ion of the Memphis Police Department, to 
a security detail at the Memphis Fire Station. Lngino House (f2, 
located at Butler and Main Streets. This location is api)roxi- 
mately one block from the Lorraine Motel. The purpose of this 
assignment was to observe the activities of the "Invaders," 
local Black Power group at Memphis. A number of the "Invaders" 
were rooming at the Lorraine Motel at this time. These two 
officers were equipped with binoculars and were stationed in a 
room at the rear of the fire station, with a view that included 
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the room later occupied by the Reverend Martin Lutlir King, 



* In conne ct ion_jiLLt h t his aasien mont. and prior to 

ancjjpyiiilfni'v-^i^ 1 lx, proceeded 
to this assigned location, it was determined by the IntelliEcnce 
Unit of the Memphis Police Department t hat a Ne gro fireman 
stationed at the Fire Station and named 

taken an active part in demonstrations bythe^tri^Lng^anita- 
ton workers in February and March, 1968, and had been closely 
associated with black militants connec ted with the strike in 
order to insure security for Officers UlU^O^nd 
and to insure that no information rcgarai ng t he Me m p fTTs" PdTic o 
Department Intelligence Unit’s efforts to keep abreast of the 
activities of the "Invaders" was leaked to the black militants 
in Memphis, the Chioi of the Memphis Fi re D epartment was re- 
quested to temporarily transfer Fircrnan m^BBi^ n another fire 
station. This was done on 4/3/68. 






In addition, on 4/4/68, Negro Fireman 
was routinely assigned from Fire Station fr‘2 to WTstTfroT^Si 
due to a manpower shortage at Fire Station ff3l. ' 

5/18/6S, from the Memphis 

after^ thirtelTy^ of as 

his reason for leaving • "Personal Reasons." 
advised it is his understanding that become an" 

active worker with the NAACP at Memphis "subsequent to his 
resignation from the Memphis Fire Department. 

At approximately 4:15 p.m. on 4/4/68, Lt 
of the Intelligence Unit of , the Me innhls Police DepaTtinermT 
instructions from Inspector^^^®||BPjirocecded to Fire Engine 
House ^2 and re moved Dete ctive BMSBaMHy frnm this station, 
leaving Of f icer®g^^H|ta t this post. The reason for the 
removal of Officer was d ue to the re ceipt of a telephone 

can on the morning of 4/4/68 by 

for Senator McClellan’s SenateInves?igann^^^^T^?^^ 
V/ashington, D. C. , to the effect that information had been 
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rocciyed by the Committoo that a Negro detective on the 
Memphis Police Department was to be killed. 



Due to Dctectivc^i^^P,,,™,^^ 
attending meetings of th e strikin g 
February and March 19G8, 
several occasions. Ins po^^or,'^^^ 
telepliione call received by the MMc 
another threa^^di roc ted agaiast 
ordered removed from his' 

House rf2 for p rotect 

two officers was assigned to 
result of this threat. 



activitie.s in 
sanitation worlters in 
been threatened on 
^therefore believed tho 
Icllan Committee v/a.s 

He therefore 

ookout post at Engine 
ion. A police guard of 
and his family as a 




A review of the tapes of the Memphis Police IV'part- 
ment radio transmissions for April 4, 1968, failed to refl ect 
an> transmissions from Police Dispatcher ordering 
move from his observation post and, in fact, it has been 
ascertained that no radio equipment was maintained by tlie 
Police officers at this observation post with which to receive 
radio transmissions. 



V V- 



IT' 



According to tnis memorandum, 
thing to- the effect that ' 
of the Memphis Police De pa r tmo^t teleiHion y con t ac^^'^^e 
Lorraine Motel regarding stationing detectives at the motel. 



‘mentions some- 



In this regard, advised that he 

talking to any maid at tho Lorraine .Motel 
on y4^68; however, he stated ho nad boon i n telephonic 
enn nr' n •^-mber of occasions with 

- — iiM,— — regarding the identity of certain indi- 

viduals registered at the Motel. 



It has been determined from tho Momi 
Jgnt that on the morning of 4/3/68, Memphis ^ 



?art- 



to send a detail of men to the .Memphis Metropolitan Airport 
to offer security to the Reverend Martirf Ldher Ki ng, Jr. and 
his igarty. Police records reflect that Inspector^M||f 
[offered the services of the police detail t^i^gPT 
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M ‘-xeting as chauf 

tlmt thoy POUC,.”? '■>'' 

King, and did not dosirc^a noliro •'^‘"^iKnod t 
members or Kind’s nartv o-scort. in a 

Where they planned^to ^tav nr°?i police 

Memphis. Inspector®®^ whi while 

the Memphis Police ^ S M ert to ir 

orotect™^"s\s^? ^dvfse^d^br?^: 

Josirod and--th.it tKrhad'nlJ ?„??; 



•s ddcTT! 
o protect 
cldition, 
detail 
in 

CCS of 

ity, 

Reverend 
nco was 
inds where 
the Memphis 



At approximately 1:30 a.m., on 4 /h/ 6 a 

-. a member ot the ^ruithr,^^ ot j. • * 

conference ^^SPTP^ ^ ^ C^^i*istinn Lear 

of thrMeliS^o^,f!f^!°Sy Committee, advised i 
Committee had considL'ed^asking^f SCLt! Strategy" 
the. Reverend Martin Luther Kina Tr protection for 

had decided against this » the Committee 

stated tha/a^^f?^?*^ v° ^tannery’s mcmorandi.m «iM6iai 

saw a man jump urfro^Ke bu-h''^ =' sh^^- 
(below the^wiSdow area wMch the'Sh 

been fired) and run off. According 

has been identified and i nfovtr-. ^ i. little boy 

Memphis Police Department.. by Ghrea^gents and the 

Memphis Pol ice pa Se^t'aL^'f, of the 
failed to revLl anJ Office has 

of these respective law enforcement that any officers 

young Negro boy who is alie^Id?? ^Bencies interviewed a 
information by jn fu^ ^ contributor of the above 

and Source TWO ^^,ised tha 
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followi^P V the Memphis area immediately * 

aues?T^n^ 5 M slaying, and was overheard asking loading 
2 namely. "You think it's possible that 

a police officer could have killed Martin Luther Kintr Jr 7 " 
According to tl.osc sources, as a result or thl^ SLcmI, 
e entire Memphis NoRrb community has given vent to the rumor 
that a police officer had killed King. The 300^00^0 
rumor has embittered a very large segment of the Negro community 
and has caused widespread distrust by Negroes acainst itu, ^ 

SL^Hhe^ ^ --Cn^^^clL":age 

oe tween the Police and the Negro community. 

made, q I ? a negations have been 

involvement of ^I?ro?TSnce officers the assa. 4 stia t JSS of 
contacted Director of Fire & Police, ivas 

of Dr K?nr ‘-^dvised that shortly after the assassination 

"Tim*a" T ^ received information that a representative of 
Time magazine was circulating in thd Negro communitraL 
asking questions of the Negro residents. His sources informed 

the enect thar*T^ questions being asked was to 

^ ^ conceivable that -the Memphis Police 

Department was involved in the assassination of Dr Kina 

"■’““'r inter he learned ?lc re "n;ted 

He "ubs^Si'^r?" S i'"' “’‘“'’K'haI by the n ame 

lie subsequently had aq appointment with ^gSKOf ^MWWW if 

that said at this time he informed feMU 

^ received certain information indicating thatlHHw 

n £e¥‘^ ^ 

«Uec?Le“reglrd?"g"ihriJ:"tvoL^UfE'.M^^ 

^partment, Director Holloman would instltutfa cjylfsii? 

everything in his power to insure that 

ote only the truth and did. not print such falsifications 
TBfarTing the Memphis Police Department. falsifications 



t ions 
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Dire ctor 
discussion with 

office for alTy 



Hollo man stated that after his 

has not apain called at 
j nor has any story appeared, 



KfjUmUULMMfM 



This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it 
and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 





APPf:.NDIX 



Of Colc-od Poopio (Sa/ESJ) '■° 
City Organizers ’ 



power Gl°ou^^in^^Iom;lT 5 fwhich^^a^bo^'’'''' that a black 

months has until recently bSen kno^ras^nTr^^n"''*' ^«^°ral 
It is now known as Black OrffTnH-^-i Black Orp;aniz:ing Power 

(l)^\fro^A"^^^"^ Power, with f i ve^col known aj 
U; Afro-American Brotherhood fAAPi parts, known as 

of Owen College students- m-. P^^marily consisting 
primarily consisting of {icmnhicf ^ ' Student Association (BSA) 

”> I"to.coneg a”: ('‘SW -4'ro’- 

consisting of LoMoyne Collope Chapter of the N'AACP 

consisting mostly orhijh scL^i Inv.aders ’ 

organizers, comprised of you^radaUr"'® = 

the Invad?rfLfaboui^^om^ 20 members; 

«e»bof.; and .ne Cf.y 

pride i®Tlack“dlnt??y^°a?te,llpt^ f®*” “‘™P‘s to—reate— - 

teaching of Negro history and^t ° teach and promote the 
obtain more employment fo^ young N^groef culture and 

Secretary of BOP is Charles Laverne 

personally^fJnoJLdge being faf Laverne Cabbage 
is the impetus of black dowot* • BOP, claiming he 

that BOP's purpose is to rtlmuftl and 

sense of black Identity blaSk Negroes a 

•He said his group -no^;s^^-^e\^^-Ags- -- 
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Coordln.iting Committee (SNCC) leaders ir n 

Stokely Carmicliaol but that l^P hh . 

as a formal SNCC unit CAPRArr r. exist 

Statements such as "Memphis shoulri^h^^h he had mad© 

Should have a good race riL » k ^ ? burned" and "Memphis 

~ these statements literally claimed he did not moan 

community into doing nomothlng to'’„c?p°?nrMnck°rncl?“ 

that at°a" PuSjr^oo^lAg^^f 

eot to do SoL tlgh Infn •?oS.d‘’g''?i“''‘‘‘°'’'='=’ "'"d''" 

VouTo going to nfod ;Som SJorl ^hU L o^ef* r"” ■ 

your way out." i-nis is over. You can't pray 

primari?? conlisL ^of abo!!t advised that OOP 

school students and ich^l^dropouts^ Young college and high 

and" :aS^a:?st?re“r"“^ 

violence by blacks . ''"?hrove?-au''p?an‘^orD^^^ predicting 

O.U cAiort to, scare the community. 
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sources (except any listed bel»w) whose Idertltior 
in'o'rS^tSIn'Jhel::"'"" communication have fun^ished reliable 
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